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GUIDANCE ON DISTRESS ALERTS
1 The Sub-Committee on Radiocommunications and Search and Rescue (COMSAR), at its

thirteenth session (19 to 23 January 2009), finalized the annexed Guidance on distress alerts, describing the

operating procedure for a distress alert.

2 Member Governments are invited to bring the annexed guidance to the attention of their

shipowners, seafarers and all others concerned.
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{if the initial alert is sent by DSC)
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given as latitude and longitude HF6 63120 kHz 6215 kHz
or HF8 8414.5 kHz 8291 kHz 8
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or if time is insufficient, HF16 16804.5 kHz 16420 kHz 16
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C01.01 — 2024 r. 3ameHsetca Ha Flow diagram 1 (MSC. 1 Circ. 1657 28.11-2022)

Figure 10a - Actions by ships upon reception of VHF / MF DSC distress alert

REMARKS:

Note 1:  Appropriate or relevant RCC and/or Coast Station shall be informed accordingly. If further DSC alerts are received from the same source
and the ship in distress is beyond doubt in the vicinity, a DSC acknowledgement may, after consultation with an RCC or coast station, be sentto

terminate the call. v

Note 2:  In no case is a ship permitted to transmit an all ships DSC relay on receipt of a DSC distress on either VHF or MF channels. If no aural
watch is present on the relative channel (2182 kHz on MF, Ch16 on VHF), the coast station should be contacted by sending an individual DSC
distress relay call.

CS = Coast Station RCC = Rescue Coordination Centre



News

MSC.1/Circ. 1657
Annex, page 3

FLOW DIAGRAM 1
ACTIONS BY SHIPS UPON RECEPTION OF A VHF / MF DSC DISTRESS ALERT

DsC LISTEN ON
DISTRESS ALERT FCH16/2 182 kHzZ
IS RECEIVED FOR 5 MIN

ACKNOWLEDGE
THE ALERT BY
RADICTELEPHONY
TO THE SHIP IN DISTRESS
ONVHF CH16/2 182 kHz

i

REMARKS:
Mote 1:  Appropnate or relevant RCC andfor coastal station should be informed accordingly. If further DSC distress alerts are receved from the same source and the ship in
distress is beyond doubt in the vicinity, a DSC acknowledgement may, after consultation with an RCC or coastal station, be sent to terminate the call.

Mote 2:  Inno case is a ship permitted to transmit a D5C distress alert relay on receipt of a DSC disiress alert on either VHF channel 70 or MF channel 2 187.5 kHz.

CS = coastal station RCC = rescue coordination centre
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Figure 10b - Actions by ships upon reception of HF DSC distress alert

HF DSC RTF [ CHANNELS (kHz)

DSC RTF co1
4207-5 4125 AHBapA
63120 6215 2024r.
8414-5 8291
12577-0 12290 i Lea S
16804-5 16420 Hbl
SUEOSE E00A BINaS3USA
Note 1: Ifitis clear the ship or person in distress are not in the vicinity and/or other craft are better placed to assist, superfluous communications which could
interfere with search and rescue activities are to be avoided. Details should be recorded in the appropriate logbook.
Note 2: The ship should establish communications with the station controlling the distress as directed and render such assistance as required and
appropriate.
Note 3: Distress relay calls should be initiated manually

CS = Coast Station RCC = Rescue Coordination Centre
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FLOW DIAGRAM 2
ACTIONS BY SHIPS UPOM RECEFTION OF A HF DSC DISTRESS ALERT
IS
HE DSC LISTEN ON THE ALERT TRANSMIT DISTRE
DISTRESS ALERT ASSOCIATED ACKNOWLEDGED ALERT RELAY ON HF
IS RECEIVED RTF CHANMEL(S) OR RELAYED BY TO COAST STATION
FOR 5 MIN cs :ggf“ AND INFORM RCC

HF DSC AND RTF GHANMELS (kHz) RESET CONTACT ik
SYSTEM MOST EFFICIENT
o R MEDIUM TO OFFER
472075 41250 | ASSISTANCE
63120 82150
B4145 87010
12 577.0 12 200.0 ENTER
16 B04.5 18 420.0 DETAILS
IN LOG
REMARKS:

MOTE 1: Wit is clear the ship or persons in distress are not in the wvicinity andfor cther crafts are better placed to assist, superflucus communications which could nterfere with
search and rescue activities are to be avoided. Detals shoubd be recorded in the appropriate logbook.

MOTE 2: The ship should establish communications with the station controlling the distress as directed and render such assistance as required and appropriate.

MOTE 3: Distress alert relays should be initiated manually.

5 = coastal station RCC = rescue coordination centre
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ANNEX
GMDSS OPERATING GUIDANCE FOR SHIPS IN DISTRESS SITUATIONS

Is vessal Transmit, if time allows, Embark in
sinking or to be distress call by survival craft with
abandoned? HFMFANHF DSC or VHF, SART and,

Switch on
EPIRB and SART
immediately

RMS55" if possible, EPIRB and leave on

_ _ ~ Transmit Communicate on
Is immediate distress call w HEMENHF or RBMSS®
hElp needed? HFMFWVHF DSC or 5 o RCC and 5hi}5
RMSS5*

Switch on

EFIRB and SART
manually on board

. Motify RCC by Communicate on
Abgm‘*"t'.a,'ﬁi, HFIMF/VHF DSC or HF/MFIVHF or RMSS®
problem exists? | Yes RMS S to RCC and ships
"  Hecognized mobile satellite senvice
1. EPIRB should float free and activate automatically i it Frequencies for Distress Communications
cannot be taken into survival craft. Digital selective calling (DSC) Radioteleghone
2. Where necessary, ships should use any appropriate means VHF Channel 70 Channel 16
to alert other ships MF 2187.5 kHz 2 182 kHz
) HF4 4 207.5 kHz 4 125 kHz
3. Mothing above is intended to preclude the use of any and HF & 63120 kHz 8 213 kHz
all available means of distress alerting, including those HF8 B414.5 kHz 8 281 kHz
listed in COLRES T2 v HF12 12 577.0 kHz 12 290 kHz
Eiedin - AnNEx TV HF 16 16 804 5 kHz 18 420 kHz
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